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The major event of the Authorities Subcommittee since last year’s report was a 
statewide workshop on authority control using the Aleph library management 
system. The workshop was held on two half days—an afternoon session on Nov. 
2 and a morning session on Nov. 3—at the University of Central Florida. There 
were 23 people in attendance. 
 
FCLA reported on the loading of the backfile of authority records from the Library 
of Congress. When the databases of the state university libraries were migrated 
from our old NOTIS system to the Aleph system, it became necessary to load 
these files into a central authority file for Aleph. This has proven to be an 
extremely time-consuming process.  There was much discussion of the 
processes involved in linking authority headings to the headings on bibliographic 
records, why the headings on the bibs often do not link to the authority record 
and what can be done to fix the problem. 
 
FCLA has completed the loading of the backfiles for subject authority records 
and series authority records. Subject and series records are now loaded weekly 
so that both these files are kept up to date. 
 
FCLA is now loading the names files. Initially the same load protocol was used 
as for series and subjects, and staff at the University of Florida and the University 
of North Florida continued to share clean-up work after authority overlays. UNF 
created the necessary macros and UF did the bulk of the clean-up as the name 
authorities are updated. 
 
At the workshop, the work of these colleagues on behalf of the databases of all 
the state university libraries was recognized. Certificates of appreciation were 
presented to the following: Nancy Lynne Williams (UF, the “Authorities Guru”), 
Angela Randtke (UNF, the “Macro Queen”), and Gerald Langford (UF, the 
“Gentleman Authorizer & Macro Modification King”). 
 
In January FCLA staff and the UF/UNF staff working on the post-load clean up 
proposed an expedited protocol. The Subcommittee discussed the proposed 
changes and approved the plan. Progress however remains slow and FCLA has 
only managed to load the files through week 18 of 2004. However, FCLA has 



hired a new staff assistant and thus remains optimistic that the loading of the 
names files can be completed by the end of the year. 
 
Even though it has been 8 months since the final state university library was 
migrated to Aleph, authority work continues to rely on reports generated by the 
old NOTIS system. However, continuing to run NOTIS is a big expense. The 
Subcommittee has recently written a memo to the state university library 
directors explaining our continuing reliance on these reports and urging them to 
retain NOTIS until a current and fully operational authority file is available in 
Aleph. 
 
Finally, the Authority Subcommittee is looking forward to FCLA’s implementation 
of the new catalog user interface based on Endeca software. Endeca displays 
every variant heading separately so that inconsistencies in our database are 
glaringly apparent to our users. Furthermore these split files prevent full retrieval 
of information. For these reasons, the group feels that the implementation of 
Endeca will be a stronger argument than we could make ourselves for the 
importance of a clean and authority-controlled database. 


